“No_Body” 
2nd Dance, Movement & Performance Arts Festival

November 20th and 21st, 2010, saw the organization by Dance Gate Cyprus of “No…body” the 2nd Dance, Movement & Performance Arts Festival  at the Pallas Theatre and Melina Mercouri Hall in Nicosia. The whole event was kindly placed under the auspices of the First Lady of the Republic of Cyprus, Mrs Elsi Christofia, while the Mayor of Nicosia, Mrs Eleni Mavrou, offered her generous and indispensable collaboration.
During the festival weekend a variety of activities was organized in the afternoon sessions at Melina Mercouri Hall leading up to the evening performances at the Pallas Theatre. A total of nine groups presented newly created interdisciplinary pieces of work while a further 6 interactive presentations showcased their inspiration on the theme “No_Body” in the form of lectures, video presentations and improvisations. At both venues, audiences were treated to a richly diverse selection of artistic and intellectual expression about the human body and what it is possible to create through movement, music, visual art, film, architecture, and theatre. 
This article’s scope is not to comment on or do justice to all the work presented – space would not allow it – but it must be said that the display of artistic voyages, by experienced as well as younger artists, was genuine and innovative.  In fact, this endeavour carries the promise that Dance, especially  contemporary dance, begins to create its own identity as an art form  in Cyprus. And this is something that needs to continue until it becomes a “decree” in order to witness more of the magic of the art of Dance.
The aims and aspirations of the “No_Body” festival contribute to the convergence of a variety of artistic forms where Dance is the principal expression.  The ultimate goal is that the dynamic created by human expressions and experiences will present itself through original work that emerges out of contemporary concepts in the performing arts. In order to assist this goal, certain criteria were set for participation, such as: the applicant should be an artist;  the director  need not necessarily be a choreographer;  one of the main performers must be a dancer/performer and the piece is required to be an original and new piece of work. 
Mrs Arianna Economou, director of Dance Gate Cyprus, opened the festival, in a welcoming speech that strongly emphasized the event’s scope:  “  “No-Body” is a festival that  features original and distinct works, the result of artistic dialogue and creative collaborations.  This display of the diversity and individuality of the contemporary artistic landscape of Cyprus is one of the Festival’s major objectives.  Our goal as organizers is to encourage and deepen the creative process and break new ground in artistic expression. The thinking body remains the axis of our creative work”.
 

   . 
Dance Gate Cyprus was founded in 2007.  Since then, diverse choreographers, musicians, actors and generally people of the arts, have collaborated closely to achieve a remarkable output of artistic activity with a focus on performance work that has made a major contribution to the island’s artistic progress.  
Dance Gate Cyprus is a nonprofit organization working for the promotion and developmentof dance as a contemporary and interactive art form.  One of its principal aims which are slowly now giving results  is the creation of  a Dance Centre, Dancehouse, in the form of a building in Nicosia that the state and the town of Nicosia are now intending to undertake for the whole community of Nicosia.  This centre is to act as  a home for dance  in form of a building to host dance inter-activities and act as a meeting place for all the contemporary dance organizations currently in Cyprus and their activities and so to  empower  their projects.  Dance Gate has been an affiliate member of the European Dance House Network since 2009, functioning within the aims and objectives of the European Dance Network. Very important is  its partnership with the European Funded Programme  “Modul-Dance”  a four year program (2010-2014) a professional association that consolidates the international relations of Cyprus with the European Dance community.

Dance Gate Cyprus has offered the experience of an artistic voyage, presented and witnessed with great interest.  In the organization of the No_Body festival inspiration will continue to flow through artistic channels, thereby giving fresh impetus for creative productions to move us with their magnificence.

Complete list of participants:

Pallas Theatre:

1. Fibre Performing Arts Company / On_Body

2. Theatre Group Mitos / Silenced

3. And,Company / “Copy.Paste.”

4. MRA Dance Company / “Nowhere: No Body”

5. X-It Dancethaetre / Spiegel Im Spiegel (Mirror in the Mirror)

6. Selas Dance Company / You Step On Me

7. aRttitude / Untitled #1

8. Pascal Caron with Young Actors Unlimited / To Queue is to Quake

9. Ekpnoe / Kouponi Allagis

Melina Mercuri Hall:

1. Noema Dance Works / Alexandra Waierstall / Mapping the Wind

2. Christodoulos Christodoulou / The Only On[c]e

3. Stephanie Kanna / Traces of Movement

4. Stavros Stavrou Karayianni / Terpsichore in Cyprus

5. Arianna Economou / Echo Arts / One Square Foot

6. Christina Papakyriakou / Drawing Performance

Aristos Papachristofi

Dance Teacher and Choreographer
